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DEFINITIONS: 

AGRICULTURAL BURNING: Open outdoor fires used in agricultural operations in the 
management, range improvement, or the improvement of land for wildlife and game habitat, 
disease or pest prevention, or the use of open outdoor fires used in the operation or maintenance 
of a system for the delivery of water, wildland burning, forest management including silviculture 
and timber operations, or prescribed burning. 

AGRICULTURAL WASTE: Unwanted or unsalable materials produced wholly from agricultural 
operations and materials not produced from agricultural operations but which are intimately 
related to the growing or harvesting of crops. Agricultural waste includes: Grass and weeds 
growing in or on fence rows, ditch banks, in or adjacent to fields in cultivation or being prepared I For Office Use Only I
for cultivation; vegetation removed for range improvement, for wildlife, game, or livestock habitat, 
forest management debris, or for the initial establishment of an agricultural operation on 
previously uncultivated land; fertilizer and pesticide sacks or other receptacles that are made predominately of paper that are burned where the sacks are 
emptied on that field; material produced from the operation or maintenance of waterways used in agricultural operations. 

FIRE HAZARD REDUCTION BURNING: Open burning conducted at multi-unit dwellings, by commercial entities, and on residential lots equal to or greater 
than one (1) acre where the disposal of the brush cuttings (piled vegetation from the property where it was grown) is done for the purpose of compliance 
with local fire hazard reduction ordinances. Burn permits will only be issued for Fire Hazard Reduction burning by a landowner when the burning includes 
an underburn or broadcast burn. 

FOREST MANAGEMENT BURNING: The use of open fires to remove forest debris as part of a forest management practice. Forest management practices 
include timber operations, silvicultural practices and forest production practices. 

LAND MANAGER: Any federal, State, local, or private entity or person that administers, directs, oversees, or controls the use of public or private land, 
including the application of fire to the land. 

RESIDENTIAL BURNING: An open outdoor fire for the disposal of natural vegetation from a single- or tw�family dwelling on lots less than one (1) acre. 
Residential burning conducted on lots less than one (1) acre in size is not considered to be fire hazard reduction burning. 

PRESCRIBED FIRE INFORMATION REPORTING SYSTEM (PFIRS): The California Air Resources Board web-based database which allows Districts 
and land managers the opportunity to submit Smoke Management Plans electronically and identify and schedule the burning activities planned in a 
geographical area in order to reduce smoke impacts to the public. https://ssl.arb.ca.qov/pfirs/index.php 

PRESCRIBED BURNING: The planned application and confinement of fire to wildland fuels on lands selected in advance of that application to achieve 
any of the following objectives: (A) Prevention of high-intensity wildland fires through reduction of volume and continuity of wildland fuels, (B) vegetation 
management, and/or (C) forest improvement. 

PROHIBITED MATERIALS Any waste or manufactured material, including but not limited to: petroleum products and petroleum wastes; construction and 

demolition wastes; tar paper; roofing material; wiring; flooring material; insulation; plywood; coated wire; disposable diapers and putrescible wastes; tires; 
tar; non-natural wood waste; processed, painted or treated wood products; metals; motor vehicle bodies or parts; rubber; synthetics; plastics, including 
plastic film, twine and pipe; fiberglass; styrofoam; garbage; trash; refuse; rubbish; swill; ashes; glass; industrial wastes; equipment; appliances; furniture; 
instruments; utensils; mattresses; shoes; cloth; rags; paper and paper products; cardboard; boxes; crates; excelsior and other packaging materials; offal, 
including the carcass of any dead animal; human or animal parts or wastes, including blood and fecal matter; food contaminated material; or any other 
non-vegetative material that when burned may discharge air contaminants that may cause a health risk to any person. 

WILDLAND VEGETATION MANAGEMENT BURNING: The use of prescribed burning, conducted by a public agency, or through a cooperative agreement 
or contract involving a public agency, to burn land predominantly covered with chaparral, trees, grass, or standing brush. 
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