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i ——_ T —

Presented to the
Butte County
Air Quality Management District

Governing Board

August 26, 2010

By Ursula Parker,
Air Quality Compliance Specialist I|



Agricultural Burning




How is the burning of rice straw
managed?

Staff requlate burning of rice straw as

required by California Health and Safety

Code, Section 41865 (known as the Connelly -
Areias - Chandler Rice Straw Burning

Reduction Act of 1991) and the Sacramento
Valley Smoke Management Plan




Rice Straw Manhagement

; California's rice growers have three methods
for disposing of the straw and stubble
residue remaining in their fields after harvest:
BBurn it, Bury it or Bale it.

; Rice straw has been burned as the primary
method of disposal since the beginning of the
California rice industry, reported to have
begun in Biggs in 1908.
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Background - Burning of Rice Straw

} According to the California Rice Commission, about
450,000 acres of land are devoted to rice production in

California, and most of this land is in the Sacramento
Valley.

} Many crops benefit from burning because it is an efficient
and effective method to remove crop residue and control

disease and pest problems. The reported benefits of rice
straw burning include:

al diseases of rice, stemrot (  Sclerotium
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History of Rice Burning

1 Burning was unregulated until 1971 when the
state adopted maximum daily burn rules.

} The Sacramento Valley Air Basin Smoke
Management Program was tested for atwo -
year period before being adopted into
regulation in 1983.

} From 1983 to 1992, 82% of planted rice was
burned.




What is the Sacramento
Valley Smoke Management
Program?

1 A program first prepared in
1981 to determine how
much open biomass
burning can be done in the
Sacramento Valley by the
Sacramento Valley Air Basin.

}  Describes the policies and
Yolo-Sok procedures used to manage
and coordinate burning in
the Sacramento Valley.
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Because the Burn Program allowed burning only during periods
of favorable meteorological conditions, it significantly reduced
the effects on the public living in urban centers throughout the
Central Valley and complaints regarding burning declined.
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} Mandated a reduction in rice straw burning through
a scheduled gradual phase - down of rice straw
burning in the Sacramento Valley by the year 2000.

B The number of acres eligible for burning was scheduled to
decline annually until the prohibited amount reached
100%.

B An exception to this schedule is made for farmers who
demonstrate crop loss as a result of disease.

} Law's intent was to allow time for the development
of alternatives.
1 Allowed growers to obtain emission reduction

credits for phased -down acres and also created an
Advisory Committee on Alternatives to Rice Straw

Burning.




