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PRESS RELEASE
July 28, 2008
AIR QUALITY UPDATE

The onshore transport flow continues in the valley today, and with it, the southerly winds that have been
clearing the smoke from the valley since Sunday. Smoke continues to impact areas to the north and east and
there may be remaining pockets of smoke in various areas and reduced visibility in the foothills. The
recommended activity restrictions issued previously are in effect for the areas within the county that continue to
have reduced visibility. Keep in mind that air quality can change rapidly at different times during the day due
to wind shifts; therefore, it is important to monitor the smoke throughout the day in your area and make outdoor
plans accordingly. The Air Quality Index (AQI) and Visibility Chart below may be used to estimate the air
quality in your area.

Below is a summary of the air monitoring data collected. Any value above 100 on the AQI chart is considered
unhealthy. The AQI reported is based on the monitored 24-hour average of fine particulate matter (PM2.5) at
each site. Since the AQI is an average, air quality can reach levels above and below the average during the day.

Chico: The AQI for Chico yesterday was 23 which is considered Good. Today the AQI in Chico is forecast to
reach 25. At this level the air quality is rated GOOD.

Gridley: The AQI for Gridley yesterday was 19 which is considered Good. Today the AQI in Gridley is
forecast to reach 25. At this level the air quality is rated GOOD.

Oroville: The AQI for Oroville yesterday was 23 which is considered Good. Today the AQI in Oroville is
forecast to reach 45. At this level the air quality is rated GOOD.

Paradise: The AQI for Paradise yesterday was 58 which is considered Moderate. Today the AQI in Paradise is
forecast to reach 55. At this level the air quality is rated MODERATE






